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Helen Thomas was born in Winchester, Kentucky, and brought up in 
Detroit, Michigan, where she attended public school and later graduated 
from Wayne State University. Upon leaving college she served as a "copy 
girl" on the old, now defunct, Washington Daily News . m 1941, Ms. 
Thomas joined UPI and the Washington Press Corps. 

For twelve years, Ms. Thomas wrote radio news for UPI, with her 
workday beginning at 5:30 a.m. Eventually she covered the news of the 
federal government, including the Department of Justice, the FBI. HEW 
and Capitol Hill. 

In November of I960, Ms. Thomas began covering then President-elect 
John F. Kennedy, following him to The White House in January 1961 as a 
member of the UPI team, then headed by the late Merriman Smith. It was 
during this first White House assignment that Helen Thomas began closing 
Presidential press conferences with "Thank you, Mr. President," a custom 
that continues to this day. 

In September 1971, First Lady Pat Nixon scooped Helen Thomas by 
announcing hnr engagement to AP's retiring White House correspondent, 
Douglas B. Cornell at a White House party hosted by then President Nixon 
in honor of Cornell. The Cornells were married shortly thereafter. 
Cornell is now deceased. 

Ms. Thomas was the only print journalist traveling with then 
President Nixon to China during the break-through trip of January 1972. 
Since then she has been to China with then Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger and Presidents Ford, Reagan, and Bush. She has the 
distinction of having traveled around the world several times with 
Presidents Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, and Bush, during the course of 
which she has covered every economic summit. 

Helen Thomas joins Shelton State Community College and the 
University of Alabama College of Communication to speak to students 
about her experiences covering The White House from Kennedy to Bush. 
Following her remarks, the floor will be open for questions to Ms. 
Thomaa. Students interested in asking a question should step up to the 
microphone or give their questions to one of the Shelton Ambassadors. 



This program is co-gponsorpd by tho Alabama Library Association 



FACTS ABOUT HELEN THOMAS 



*** Served as President of the Women's National Press Club (now 
merged with the National Press Club from 1959-1960. 



*** Was the first woman officer of the National Press 
it opened its doors to women members following a 
6pan of all-male membership. 



*** 



Club a 
90-year 



*** Was named "Newspaper Woman of Washington" in 19 68 by the 
American Newspaper Woman's Club. 

*** 



Became the first woman officer of the White House Cor- 
respondents Association (in existence for more than 50 
years) and its first woman President in 1975-1976. 

Became in 197 5 the first woman member of the Gridiron Club, 
a 90-year-old institution. 



*** Has received 11 honorary doctorate degrees, including Brown 
University, St. Bonaventure University and several Michigan 
schools. 



*** 



*** 



*** 



Has been commencement speaker at many colleges and 
universities. 

Has delivered lectures on the White House and the 
dential library seminars. 



l- 



Was named in November 1976 by the World Almanac as one of the 
25 most influential women in America. 



*** Is author of "Dateline White House." 

*** Is recipient of the following awards and honors: 

Elected "Fellow" of Sigma Delta Chi and named 

Hall of Fame 
Michigan Women's Hall of Fame 
Ohio University Journalism Award 
Columbia University's Journalism Award 
William Allen White Journalism Award 
National Press Club — Fourth Estate Award 
Bob Considine Award, Hearst Newspapers 
Aldo Beckman Award 

Wayne State University Journalism Award 
National Federation of Press Women Award 
Deans of Schools of Journalism Award 
University of Missouri Meritorious Journalism 
Sienna Award 
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